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Drug Use in the U.S. is Widely Criminalized



Drug Use in the U.S. is Widely Criminalized



Making the U.S. an International Outlier



1 in 8
Americans

knows someone who
has died from a drug

overdose

70,237 Deaths in 2017

… And the Results are Tragic



DOES 
CRIMINALIZATION 

EQUAL SAFETY?



Public Views Are Shifting



… Creating an Opportunity for Action

Newly elected prosecutors are playing a unique role in 
advancing harm reduction interventions



Lessons from Abroad



Moving from Criminalization to Harm Reduction 



What is Taking Hold

• Law-enforcement assisted diversion

• Syringe-exchange programs

• Medication-Assisted Treatment

• Naloxone distribution

• Overdose Prevention Sites



Why Prosecutors?

• Prosecutors have significant power 
and discretion to decline to proceed
with charges

• Local-level policies drive the US criminal justice system and are 
especially important in the face of heightened enforcement at the 
federal level

• Elected prosecutors have unique credibility on public safety issues 
and can advocate for reforms


