
Editor’s Note
The present volume of Reforming Criminal Justice examines some crucial 

issues in pretrial and trial processes, key aspects of which may occur outside of 
the courtroom and beyond trial proceedings. For the most part, the chapters 
are as advertised (so to speak)—their titles accurately and succinctly convey 
the topic at hand. The goal of each chapter is to increase both professional and 
public understanding of the subject matter, to facilitate an appreciation of the 
relevant scholarly literature and the need for reform, and to offer potential 
solutions to the problems raised by the underlying topic. This approach is 
taken in the report’s other volumes, which address additional areas of criminal 
justice that are worthy of attention and even reconsideration. 

For interested readers, Volume 1 contains a preface describing the 
background of this project and the reasons for writing the report, as well as 
offering a more elaborate introduction to the report’s creation and contents. 
The preface also mentions several limitations, one of which bears repeating 
here: Each chapter carries the weight only of its author(s). The other 
participants in this project have not endorsed the arguments made in each 
chapter. Likewise, an author’s references to other chapters in this report are 
provided for the convenience of the reader and do not indicate that the author 
necessarily approves of the arguments presented in the cited chapters.

Nonetheless, the authors were chosen to contribute to the report precisely 
because they are leaders in their respective fields and are known to be thoughtful 
and reasonable. Their chapters were reviewed in a process involving some of the 
best and brightest in the academic world. Moreover, this report is not intended 
as the end-all of debate about criminal justice reform. To the contrary, it hopes 
to rekindle the discussion with the input of those whose lifework is the study 
of criminal justice.

– Erik Luna

1






